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1975 - 1977  

Circa 1960ôs 1965 after Hurricane Betsy  

1990ôs 
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Layton Marina 
Circa 1960s 
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1975-1977 The Hippies! 

Layton, 1978 

Sea World of Florida 
opens  

Shark Institute  

Visitors Entrance  

now KML Classroom & Dry Lab 
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Lagoon for dolphin shows 

Snack Shack  

Later, the Conch Lab 

Marina and docks Shark Institute closes to the 

public in 1982, but remains a 

holding site for Sea Worldôs 

sharks and other animals until 

1988  
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1988 The Nature 

Conservancy 

purchases Sea 

World Shark 

Institute 

Florida Department of Natural Resources (FDNR), now 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and the 

Florida Institute of Oceanography/State University System  

form a partnership to purchase and manage  

the Long Key facility 

The Keys Marine Lab is formally 

dedicated in 1989 


